Informal Review of the art and design higher ediooa system in Lithuania.
Study programmes assessed:

1. Kaunas Collegémage Design

2. Vilnius College of desigraphic design

3. Vilnius academy of art¥isual design

4. Siauliai universityEnvironmental objects design

To start | would like to state that since my ficehtact with art and design education in Lithuathare has been a
big change in the better development and enhandemnestructure and academic outcome. It was goadserve
the shift from a strong national character to tlieogean character with the adoption of the ECT$sysand the
harmonization of programmes according to the Badoggreement.

Each programme in art and design throughout thewsiinstitutions that | have visited so far hastedd clear
aims and objectives as well as well defined leayrontcomes. The structure of programmes in art design
follow the same structure utilized in other Eurapeastitutions which is the introductory first yeand the
progression from teacher centered to student ahtelaching and learning. It is also very positivat Art and
Design programmes — both at undergraduate as welbstgraduate level - require a ‘thesis’ compietnhere
students get to investigate and explore a selftiegd project, using research methodologies anfegsional
process.

Most of the institutions that | have visited havenbnstrated a strong link with the relevant indusind have
developed good ties with stakeholders and emplpgdisving a healthy dialogue between studentdf ated the
workplace. There seemed to be a respect towar@samesign education and this is to be commended.

Most teaching staff on these art and design progresnare well respected artists and designers andeay
motivated and committed to their teaching. Unfoatiety from the little experience and contact wittege
professionals that | had, it was noted that theuramation is quite low — much lower than other Paan
institutions — resulting in loss of full devotiorf artists and designers to academia. The senseromecinity
between staff and students in art and design eiducist very important and requires long hours ahoatment.
In the case of Lituanian art and design teachersormehow unorthodox since the low remunerationefrc
academics to seek extra employment through pergoactice.

Another point, which | found to work against theétbedevelopment of the art and design educatidrithuania,
is the strong ‘local’ flavor of each establishmand the low number of students on each programrbeli¢ve
there is room for improvement here, either by meggrogrammes in a greater geographical area thuvgireg a
bigger number of candidates and also opening @pkigger society. Art and design programmes inpg&ala and
Siauliai had a very narrow minded approach to att design than those programmes offered in Vilriod
Kaunas. Art and design education needs the expadurger-cultural input and exposure; thereforstititions
must open up to new regions in Lithuania as webither regions in the EU.

Overall 1 am a person who believes in art and desiducation not only for the development and psotesl
turnover of artists and designers but also becausk education contributes to culture and civii@atSo every
effort from the national agencies for educationcheesupport - both mentally as well as physicaltiie further
development art and design higher education inulaitiia.
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